CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS
CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 25, 2018

_______________________________________________________________________________

The Committee Chairman, Councillor James Johnson, called the Public Safety Committee
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room, City Hall. Committee members
present were Councillors Karen Hardern and Edward Gravel.
Other Officials present and/or participating were Councillor Nathan Boudreau; Public Health
Director Jennifer Susen-Roy; Building Commissioner Roland Jean; Police Chief Neil Erickson;
Deputy Chief of Police Richard Braks; Resident Jeffery Palmieri, and Assistant City Clerk Faith
Glover.
I.

Minutes of Prior Meeting(s).
On a motion by Councillor Edward Gravel and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it
was voted to accept the Minutes of July 25, 2018 Public Safety Committee Meeting, as
printed.

II.

Department Head Reports
Health Director -Jennifer Susen-Roy provided the following information:
• The areas around the donation boxes at the Salvation Army Store in Union
Square are not being kept clean and are in violation of the unattended box
regulations. As a result, she directed the Salvation Army to have someone
observe as residents placed items into the boxes during the hours their
operating hours, Monday-Friday. Jennifer also informed the Salvation Army
that they are to take down the wooden sheds outside the building, as well as
repair the fence between Taylor Rental and their property.
• Waste Management had a rough month in June, as yard waste was not picked
up. Jennifer had a meeting with Waste Management recently and the
communication is better.
• “National Grid Substation” - Jennifer had some concerns about violations of
Sanitary Codes, as well as standing water creating “a breeding ground” for
mosquitos. Jennifer is having a conversation regarding her concerns with
National Grid.
• Asst. Director Lauren Saunders is very busy with “tall grass issues.”
• The Board of Health is getting ready to send out the renewal letters for
permits that will expire on December 31, 2018.
• Councillor Gravel mentioned to Jennifer regarding the trash containers at
Monument Park, they are over stuffed. Jennifer is looking to buy more “Solar
Bellies” for recycling and trash to be placed around the Downtown area.
• Councillor Karen Hardern thanked Jennifer for putting up with the calls.
Fire Chief Richard Ares (Fire/Ambulance) provided the following report:
• The new ambulance went into service on September 7 and is working very well.
Sometime after October 1, the Mayor and Councillors will be invited for a photoop with the new ambulance.
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•
•
•

Combined Fire-Police dispatch is slated to begin on October 1.
Two firefighters graduated from the Fire Academy at the end of August and are
now on shifts. Two more are currently in the Academy - one will be graduating
October 15 and one on November 9.
The City has been awarded a FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant to purchase a
new pumper. The grant is for $498,000.00. The Federal portion is $452,728.00
and the City share is $45,272.00. This will replace our 1989 Engine 3.

Building Commissioner Roland Jean provided the following information.
• 650 building permits have been issued so far this year, they are issuing 6-10
permits per day.
• The GFA Credit Union and Fidelity Bank are undergoing major renovations. On
Pearson Blvd, renovations for the Medical Marijuana Facility have begun.
• Sapphire Park as-built has been approved.
• 183 Main Street is a vacant three family house. The ZBA denied a permit
because the owner had no plans to fix the outside of the building. The decision
was appealed so Roland will keep the Safety Committee updated.
• Since the State issued a plumbing variance, Watkins Field will only need a total of
13 bathrooms, instead of 38 bathrooms per Code.
• The Victorian lights Downtown will be repaired the 1st week of October.
• The light needs to be repaired at the crosswalk near Heywood Hospital.
• New Local Building Inspector, Rick Germano, is working out well.
• Councillor Gravel asked about the new guidelines, “For Existing Noncompliant
Apartment Buildings”, and which vacant and abandoned buildings will be
candidates for repairs (attached).
• Councillor Johnson noted that if natural gas is shut off for 6 months, then it
would force a gas inspection by a plumber and then the gas inspector and
questioned who would check to see if the gas is not shut off.
Chief Erickson forwarded to the Committee, by email, a “Gas Safety Fact Sheet”
from UNITIL.
Police Chief Neil Erickson and Deputy Chief Braks provided the following information.
• Chief reported that they have three new SUV cruisers.
• The 3 new Police Officers that are in the Academy are doing well.
• Combining Fire and Police Dispatch has been pushed back to November. This
extra time will allow for more staffing to be hired and the training of that staff
before they begin to dispatch both Police and Fire.
• The Police Department is still working on getting clearance from the FAA for
using the new drone. At this time, the drone is equipped with a single camera
for daytime search.
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The drone will have many capabilities in the future, a heat sensor to locate
possible fires in the woods, or a lost person, via a Global Positioning System.
III.

Removal of Parking meters from City Hall Ave & Connors Street. (Continued from
7/25/2018).

The parking meters on City Hall Ave and Connors Street cost more to maintain than they
generate in revenue.
Motion by Councillor Karen Hardern to remove the parking meters on City Hall Ave and
Connors Street. Motion carried on a 2 to 1 vote.
IV.

Knowlton Street from Connors Street/An Ordinance Implementing Two-Hour Parking
on to Nichols Street (South side). (Continued from 7/25/2018).
Motion by Councillor Karen Hardern Knowlton Street from Connors Street and
ordinance implementing Two-Hour Parking to Nichols Street (south Side). Motion
carried on a 2 to 1 vote.

V.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 600,
ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC,” ARTICLE VI: STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING,
SECTION 23: ALL-NIGHT PARKING. (First Printing 9/21/2018)
Councillor Johnson submitted a Memorandum for the Councillors (attached).
The Police Chief and Councillor Nathan Boudreau voiced reasons in support of amending
the overnight parking ban.
Director of the Board of Health, Jennifer Susen-Roy, voiced reasons against amending
the overnight parking ban.
Resident Jeffrey Palmieri requested time to address the committee regarding the
amendment of the overnight ban. Mr. Palmieri read a statement is against the overnight
parking ban (attached).
After much discussion a motion was made by Councillor Karen Hardern to pass the
amendment to the All-Night Parking ban. Motion carried on a 2 to 1 vote.

VI.

Adjournment.
On a motion Councillor Edward Gravel and seconded by Karen Hardern, it was voted to
adjourn at 7:44 p.m.
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