




 

REGULAR MEETING PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE of MAY 13, 2020 
 
Meeting of the Public Service Committee was held via remotely by phone at the DPW 50 Manca 
Drive at 4:30 PM on May 13, 2020. 
 
Members Present via telephone: Councilor Nathan Boudreau, Chairman; Councilor Karen 
Hardern, Councilor Judy Mack, Adm. Assistant Denise Merriam 
 
Dane E. Arnold, DPW Director, Chris Coughlin City Engineer, Christine Harty 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Councilor Nathan Boudreau called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING 
ANNOUNCEMENT – any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a 
meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable requirements 
of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere 
with the conduct of the meeting. Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the 
chair forthwith. All Documents referenced or used during the meeting must be submitted in 
duplicate to Secretary of the Committee, pursuant to the Open Meeting and Pubic Records Law. 
All documents shall become part of the official record of the meeting. 
No one is recording the meeting. 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
Motion to accept the minutes of the February 25, 2020 meeting as written Councilor Karen 
Harder second by Councilor Nathan Boudreau. Roll Call Councilor Karen Hardern yes, 
Councilor Judy Mack yes, Councilor Nathan Boudreau yes, motion passes 
 

ORDINANCE ISSUE 
Request from Resident of 15 Greenwood Street wants to convert to Gas in his house the road has 
been paved within 5 years requesting waiver to dig in street. Dane stated that road was paved in 
2016 almost five years not an emergency but he has no objection.  Motion made by Councilor 
Karen Hardern second by Councilor Judy Mack to allow the resident to have the Gas installed. 
Roll Call Councilor Keren Hardern yes, Councilor Judy Mack yes, Councilor Nathan Boudreau 
yes. Motion passes.  

SEWER/WATER ISSUES 
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Dane Arnold:  Denise is retiring after 45 years of service to the City, Christine Harty will be 
taking over her position.  

 Water/Sewer project downtown: the sewer was completed today, water continuing 
they have run into a lot of ledge on Nichols St. and City Hall Ave. once this is 
done we will pave with a base coat around July or August and then next spring 
put final coat on. 

 Hope to be start paving streets within next couple months Kelton is going to be 
pulverized and level off with grader. Councilor Mack asked if she could have a 
list of the streets that will be paved this year. Dane sent the list to all three 



 

Councilors. Dane not sure how much will be done because he has not received 
final amount of money from the State yet. 

 Ovila Case Playground still working on we received a Grant for $45,000, Rock 
Fund Donation of $10,000 and City budget of $25,000 to replace playground 
equipment. If we should are able to get more on a grant we will replace more. 

 Waiting for the list of trees for the solar field and compiling a list of City trees to 
have another Public Hearing. 

 Have a deficit in Snow & Ice Account of about $275,000 waiting for new Mayor 
to send letter to Finance Committee. Councilor Boudreau we had a light winter 
not too bad, Dane stated we had a lot of ice. 

 Money Orders going up some Union Contract items that need to be covered. 
    
Chris Coughlin: In March had a public hearing with Mass DOT regarding uptown rotary 25% 

design stage moving forward. Will inform committee when next hearing is.  
 Wright’s Reservoir Dam project 95% completed spillway done. 
 Workshop for MVB to get access for a lot of money for culverts, dams, etc. 
 National Grid Pole approved by Chris. Motion made by Councilor Judy Mack 

second by Councilor Karen Hardern to accept National Grid Pole Request. Roll 
Call Councilor Karen Hardern yes, Councilor Judy Mack yes, Councilor Nathan 
Boudreau yes. Motion passes. 

  
MONEY ORDERS 

REPORTS & REQUESTS FROM COUNCILOR’S 
Councilor Boudreau: Contractor did some work on Jean St. the sidewalk needs to be fixed. Dane 

said we are monitoring it. 
Councilor Hardern: Are you paving Harvard and Baker Street.  
Councilor Judy Mack: Guard Rail at Crystal Lake Cemetery, Dane stated we are putting in large 

rocks. Councilor Mack stated needs to be closed hazard. 
 
Motion made by Councilor Judy Mack second by Councilor Karen Hardern to adjourn meeting 
at 4:52 pm.  Roll Call vote: Councilor Karen Hardern yes, Councilor Judy Mack yes, Councilor 
Nathan Boudreau yes. Motion passes. 
 
Next meeting scheduled as needed. 
 
All documents submitted at this meeting are stored in the office of the DPW 50 Manca Drive for 
any review. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Denise M. Merriam, Administrative Assistant 
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