
 
GARDNER CITY COUNCIL CALENDAR – JUNE 6, 2016                                                                           Page 1 of 4 

 City of Gardner, Massachusetts 
Office of the City Council 

~~~~~~~ 
CALENDAR FOR THE MEETING 

of 
MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2016 
COUNCIL CHAMBER 

7:30 P.M. 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. CALL OF THE ROLL OF MEMBERS 
 

III. OPENING PRAYER 
 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

V. ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS 
 

Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to 
reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the 
meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All documents and exhibits used or referenced at the meeting 
must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. 

 

VI. READING OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING(S) 
 

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the May 16, 2016 Informal Meeting, Public 
Hearing, and Regular Meeting. 
 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR    

 APPOINTMENTS 
 

 9634 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Jeanne May to the  
  position of Member, Housing Authority, for term expiring May 18, 2021 
  (Finance Committee). 
 

 9635 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Roger Tousignant to the
  position of Member, Housing Authority, for term expiring May 18, 2021  
  (Finance Committee). 
 

 ORDERS 
 

 9636 – An Order Appropriating $33,000.00 from Free Cash to City Auditor, 
  Professional Services (Finance Committee). 
 

 9637 – An Order Appropriating $3,500.00 from Free Cash to City Council,    
  Communications (Finance Committee). 
 

 9638 – An Order Transferring $1,933,652.11 from the Williams-Rockwell Educational
  Stabilization Account to the Williams-Rockwell Educational Gift Fund (Finance
  Committee). 
 

 9639 – An Order Appropriating $75,000.00 from Free Cash to Bailey Brook Land  
   Conservation Project (Finance Committee). 
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 ORDERS 
 
 9640 – An Order Rescinding Loan Order No. 12690, Greenwood Spray Park Project
  (Finance Committee). 
 

9641 – An Order to Raise and Appropriate $10,437,391.00 for the Various     
  Departments for the Salary & Labor Budgets for Fiscal Year 2017. 
 

9642 – An Order to Raise and Appropriate $18,890,266.00 for the Various     
  Departments for the Expense Budget for Fiscal Year 2017. 
 

9643 – An Order to Raise and Appropriate $22,067,952.00 for the School Department 
  Budget for Fiscal Year 2017. 
 

9644 – An Order Appropriating $70,690.00 from Available Funds – Parking Meter 
  Receipts Reserved to Fiscal Year 2017 Treasurer, Parking Meter Clerk Salary
  and Parking Meter Maintenance and DPW Parking Meter Maintenance. 
 

9645 – An Order Appropriating $176,504.00 from Available Funds – Cable  
  Commission Fees Reserved to the Fiscal Year 2017 Cable Commission  
  Budget. 
 

9646 – An Order Appropriating $8,819,181.00 from Available Enterprise Funds –   
  Receipts Reserved to FY2017 Various Departments Enterprise Funds. 
 

 9647 – An Order Authorizing Fiscal Year 2017 Revolving Funds. 
 
IX. PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, ETC. 
 

 9648 – A Measure Approving a Financial Interest Under G.L. Chapter 268A, § 20(b) 
  in the Matter of Peter A. Gamache, Firefighter, for a Contract for Part-time 
  Employment for the Gardner School Department to Provide Soccer Coaching 
  Services (Finance Committee). 
 
 9649 – A Measure Approving a Financial Interest Under G.L. Chapter 268A, § 20(b)
  in the Matter of Peter A. Gamache, Firefighter, for a Contract for Part-time 
  Employment for the Gardner School Department to Provide Basketball 
  Coaching Services (Finance Committee). 
 
 9650 – A Measure Approving a Financial Interest Under G.L. Chapter 268A, § 20(b) 
  in the Matter of Robert F. Allard, Police Officer, for a Contract for Part-time
  Employment for the Gardner School Department to Provide Football Coaching
  Services (Finance Committee). 
 
 9651 – A Measure Approving a Financial Interest Under G.L. Chapter 268A, § 20(b) 
  in the Matter of Daniel J. Berry, Golf Pro Shop Manager, for a Contract for
  Part-time Employment for the Gardner School Department to Provide Golf 
  Team Coaching Services (Finance Committee). 
 
 9652 – A Petition by National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc. for   
   Permission to Relocate one (1) Jointly-owned pole of Montvale Road 
   (Public Service Committee)(Public Hearing Required). 
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IX. PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, ETC. 
 

 9653 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 171-68, 
   Entitled “Personnel,” to Change the Compensation of the Council on Aging
   Director and the Director of Public Health (Finance Committee). 
 

 9654 – A Resolution Endorsing the City of Gardner Community Choice Power Supply
   Program Aggregation Plan. 
 

 9655 – A Communication from the Mayor Relative to An Ordinance to Amend the 
   Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 171-68, Entitled “Personnel,” to Change
   Compensation Schedule 2. 
 
X.    REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES  
 

 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

 9626 – An Order Appropriating $160,000.00 from Free Cash to DPW, Road 
  Resurfacing (In City Council and Referred to Public Safety Committee 5/16/2016). 
 

 9628 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner by Adding a New 
  Chapter Entitled “Solicitors.” (In City Council and Referred to Public Safety Committee
  5/16/2016). 
  

9629 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 600, 
 Thereof, Entitled “Vehicles and Traffic,” Various Sections (In City Council and
 Referred to Public Safety Committee 5/16/2016). 

 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
  
 9588 – A Notice Under G.L. Chapter 61, §8, Right of First Refusal, Sale of Land   

  Classified as Forest Land (Parcel M32-6-5, 85.41 acres easterly of Clark Street; Parcel
  M-37-21-42, 3.37 acres easterly of Century Way; M32-6-10, 0.34 acres easterly of Clark 
  Street) (Referred to Finance and Law Department for Study and Report 3/7/2016). 

 
 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

9234 – Law Department Charter Review (Referred to the City Solicitor 10/20/2014; Charter 
  Review Received and Referred to the Committee of the Whole 3/3/2015). 
 

XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 

9551 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, Zoning,
   Adding New Section 675-590, Mill Street Corridor Development Overlay 
   District (In City Council and Referred to Public Welfare 1/19/2016; Ordered to Public 
   Hearing 2/16/2016; Joint Hearing 4/19/2016; Planning Board Final Report Received, 
   Ordered to First Printing 5/16/2016; First Printing 5/20/2016). 
 

9569 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, Zoning,
   Section 675-970, Signs Permitted in Commercial and Industrial Districts,  
   Perpendicular Signs, and Section 675-980, Special Regulations for Signs in 
   Historic Areas, Perpendicular Signs (In City Council and Referred to Public Welfare 
   1/19/2016; Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Joint Hearing 4/19/2016; Planning Board
   Final Report Received, Ordered to First Printing 5/16/2016; First Printing 5/20/2016). 
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XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 
 9588 – A Notice Under G.L. Chapter 61, §8, Right of First Refusal, Sale of Land   

  Classified as Forest Land (Parcel M32-6-5, 85.41 acres easterly of Clark Street; Parcel
  M-37-21-42, 3.37 acres easterly of Century Way; M32-6-10, 0.34 acres easterly of Clark 
 Street) (Referred to Law Department & Finance Committee for Study and Report 3/7/2016). 

 

9599 –  An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 171-68, 
  Entitled “Personnel,” to Change Compensation Schedule 2 (In City Council and
  Referred to Finance 3/21/2016; Ordered to First Printing 5/2/2016; First Printing 5/6/2016;
  On Vote to Pass the Ordinance/Order to 2nd Printing, Motion to Reconsider and Enter on the
  Minutes 5/16/2016). 

 
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
XIII. CLOSING PRAYER 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Items listed on the Council Calendar are those reasonably anticipated by the Council President to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items 
listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.   
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

Informal Meeting of the City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, City 
Hall, on Monday evening, May 16, 2016.   
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Council President James Walsh called the informal meeting to order at 6:15 o’clock p.m.  
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Nine (9) Councillors were present, including President James Walsh and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, 
Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance.  Councillors Scott Graves and Paul Tassone were absent. 
 
Others in attendance were Mayor Mark Hawke; Brian Murphy, Colonial Power Group; and, 
Dan Bianchi, Global Partners. 
 
Brian Murphy of Colonial Power Group presented the following Power Point slides:  
 

• Colonial Power Group, Inc. (CPG)  
– Energy consulting company (since 2002) 
– Retained by municipalities 

• Specializes in Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) Programs 
– Design: all phases of program creation 
– Implementation: get CCA up-and-running 
– Management: day-to-day operations of CCA 

• CPG currently manages CCAs for 43 communities in MA 
• CPG believes that “opt-out” aggregation 

– Enhances the competitive market 
– Encourages fixed rate pricing 
– Preserves customer rights through a transparent, locally-managed 

purchasing program  
 
What is a Community Choice Aggregation? 
 

• A CCA is an optional buying group organized by a municipality or group of 
municipalities to benefit electric customers. 

• A CCA would enter into an electricity supply contract for all customers who remain on 
default service within a given municipality. 

• Customers are automatically enrolled, unless they opt-out. 
• Customers can participate in long-term fixed rates and greener power supply options. 
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Benefits of Community Choice Aggregation 
 

• Choice – No longer “stuck” with utility default rates 
• Control – Municipality sets its own energy goals, e.g., long-term fixed rates or a higher 

mix of renewable energy 
• Stability – Municipality can seek long-term rates to avoid gas market volatility 
• No Tax Dollars Used – No adds to staff or burden on local budgets, e.g., program 

administration outsourced to Consultant 
• No Penalties for Consumers – Opt-out anytime and go back to default service or choose 

another ESCo 
• Leverage – Larger buying group attracts attention 
• Pro-Consumer – Contract terms and conditions are designed to protect consumers 
• Public Oversight – Local officials hold ESCo and Consultant accountable 
• Professional Expertise – Retaining a qualified Consultant ensures smooth roll-out of the 

program 
• Green Power – Municipality can “green-up” entire supply portfolio or offer “opt-in” 

green products to consumers 
 
Steps in the Process 

• Local Acceptance of the Aggregation Statute 
• City Council Adoption of Aggregation Plan 
• State Filings by Aggregation Consultant 

– Consultation with DOER 
– Approval by DPU 

• Solicitation of Energy Pricing by Aggregation Consultant 
• City Decision to Proceed…and how to Proceed 
• Ratepayer Notifications by Aggregation Consultant 
• Opt-Out Period Managed by Aggregation Consultant 
• Energy Flows 

 
Education is Critical to Success 

• CPG works collaboratively with community leaders to develop and execute an outreach 
plan 

– Local Print Media 
– Municipal and Community Websites 
– Local Cable TV 
– Community Meetings 
– City Newsletters 

 
 
Brian Murphy and Dan Bianchi stressed the following advantages: 
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 Customers can “opt-out” at any time. 
 Simple contract terms. 
 Offers protection from fluctuating utility costs. 
 Assists fixed-income residents that have faced two to three years of seasonal increases. 
 No tax dollars to administer the program – outsourced to Aggregation Consultants. 

 
President Walsh questioned the time period for each contract and how the consultant is 
compensated. 
 
Brian Murphy stated that the consultant solicits price quotes for period of six months, twelve 
months, and eighteen months for the following electricity types: 
 
 Regular power 
 50% regular power 
 100% Green power. 

 
He said that, by statute, the contract period for consulting services is three years with 
additional two additional one-year extensions and that the Consultant is compensated at the 
rate of one-tenth of one cent per kilowatt hour per customer. 
 
Mr. Walsh questioned whether National Grid’s consumer rates would be [negatively] 
affected because of the aggregation of energy rates for most everyone else in the service area. 
 
Mr. Murphy stated that National Grid’s rates apply to all residents in the service area, which 
are State-approved. 
 
Councillor Ronald Cormier questioned whether consumers that have contracted with third-
party energy suppliers will receive notice of the aggregation option. 
 
Mr. Murphy stated that consumers with third-party energy suppliers can opt-in when their 
contract expires or if the terms of their contract permit them to switch at any time.  He 
noted that 15% to 20% of residential consumer’s contracts are with third-party suppliers and 
that National Grid’s basic service customers will be eligible to participate. 
 
Dan Bianchi stated that if a community decides to join the program, a contract is signed by 
the City and a plan is subsequently adopted on behalf of all customers. 
 
Councillor Morgan questioned whether any communities have withdrawn from the 
aggregation program. 
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Mr. Murphy stated that no communities have withdrawn. 
 
Mr. Bianchi noted that the City is not under any obligation to join the program if it is 
dissatisfied with the terms outlined in the plan. 
 
Mr. Murphy stated that the Town of Ashland was part of the program in 2012 and 2013 and 
at the end of their contract; they discovered that National Grid had favorable rates, so they 
returned to the market.  Mr. Bianchi added that “energy is a fluid commodity.” 
 
Councillor Vance requested clarification of the process and suggested that if the Council 
approves the Resolution and adopts the statute, the Mayor then decides [the contract 
provisions].  
 
President Walsh responded, saying that the Council vote provides the Mayor with the 
authority to implement the Plan.   
 
Councillor Nathan Boudreau asked whether there would be a cost to “opt back in” once a 
consumer has withdrawn from the program. 
 
Mr. Bianchi and Mr. Murphy replied that there is no cost to “opt back in.” 
 
On questioning by President Walsh, Mr. Bianchi and Mr. Murphy stated that there are other 
aggregation consulting firms in Massachusetts, but that the procurement of energy services is 
exempt from the provisions of G.L. Chapter 30B, and that all aggregation consultants charge 
the same rates.  He added that his company is the only one that offers “opt-in” and “opt-out” 
choices. 
 
Mayor Hawke asked the gentlemen to address how they will handle homeowners with solar 
panels and how they would realize energy savings. 
 
Mr. Murphy stated that rooftop solar panels can generate 8 cents per kilowatt hour for 
homeowners when they become “sellers of energy.”  When they are “net consumer,” he said, 
then they will pay the City rate.  
 
Mr. Murphy continued, saying that at the highest National Grid rate of 16 cents per kilowatt 
hour, the aggregation price in Lowell was just over 10 cents per kilowatt hour.  If the 
aggregation rates were to be implemented now, the rate would be between 7 and 7 ½ cents 
per kilowatt hour, realizing savings averaging about $10 per month. 
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Dan Bianchi added that the savings depends upon consumer usage and the community. 
 
President Walsh noted that National Grid adjusts its rate twice each year, in May and in 
November. 
 
Councillor Craig Cormier questioned whether the new program would change the current 
consumer billing process. 
 
Mr. Bianchi stated that the consumer would continue to receive a bill from their utility 
company, but that the generation section would list the name of the winning supplier. 
 
Councillor Matthew Vance questioned the average percentage of consumers that elect to 
opt-out of the program based upon the communities that Colonial Power contracts with. 
 
Mr. Bianchi and Mr. Murphy replied that about 3% opt-out.  Mr. Murphy noted that the first 
1/3rd of the 3% that opt-out do so because they do not want change; the second 1/3rd due to 
confusion; and the last 1/3rd because they want nothing to do with a government program. 
 
On questioning by Councillor Ronald Cormier, Mr. Bianchi stated that the program is not 
limited to residential customers, that any electric consumer can join the program. 
 
On questioning by Councillor James Boone, Mr. Bianchi stated that the company sends 
notices of the aggregation program to large businesses, as well. 
 
Mr. Murphy stated that the burden of joining the aggregation program falls upon those 
consumers that have third-party electric generator providers.  He said that Colonial Power 
would obtain National Grid’s quarterly service reports for lists of customers. 
 
Councillor James Johnson noted the Council’s role in order to implement the program – 
acceptance of the statute and the Plan. 
 
Mayor Hawke noted that the Plan’s adoption is referred to in the State Regulations, but not 
the statute.  He added that the final rate per kilowatt hour is agreed to by the Mayor. 
 
Mr. Murphy stated that the Plan encompasses general terms and conditions, but not the 
pricing. 
 
Councillor Vance questioned whether to City could solicit bids after the first three years of 
the contract. 
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Mr. Bianchi said that the City is required to retain a consultant in order to solicit bids, adding 
that the City could renew its contract with Colonial Power. 
 
Councillor Craig Cormier questioned if the acceptance statute that is before Council the same 
one that other communities have adopted. 
 
Mr. Murphy said that the solicitation language is boilerplate and used for all communities. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:52 p.m.         
 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  
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ATTENDANCE 
 

Ten Councillors were present, including President James Walsh and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, 
James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance.  Councillor Paul Tassone was absent. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
#9576 
President James Walsh opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, 
reading aloud the comprehensive Hearing Notice, as follows: 

 

“In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 567 of the Code of the City of Gardner, notice 
is hereby given that the Gardner City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, 
May 16, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, Gardner City Hall, to 
consider renaming the portion of Matthews Street north of Route 140 to “Old Matthews 
Street.”  All persons interested in this matter and desire to offer testimony are invited to 
attend the hearing.” 

GARDNER CITY COUNCIL 
ALAN L. AGNELLI, City Clerk 

 

President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 

Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified in favor of the Resolution, stating that Matthews 
Street “is a very old way” that begins across from Heywood Hospital and travels northeast 
across what is now Route 140 (in existence before Route 140 was constructed) and ending at 
Pearl Street.  He said that the section of Matthews Street on the opposite side of Route 140 is 
not connected to Route 140, but connected to Pearl Street and Pearly Lane, and that only a 
portion of the street has been developed and has houses along it. 
 

Mr. Hankinson continued, saying that the main reason that the proposal is before the 
Council is to address public safety concerns – Ambulance, Fire, and Police.  The City 
presently “has three ways named ‘Matthews,’” a “Matthew Street,” “Matthews Road,” and 
“Old Matthews Way.”  The legal name for all three, he said, is “Matthews Street,” thus, in 
order for emergency services [mutual aid] to reach the homes on Matthews Street on the 
northeast side of Route 140; then the City must clearly identify the location.   He said that 
the street sign on the section proposed to be named “Old Matthews Street” reads “Old 
Matthews Street” and that some of the property deeds on the street read “Old Matthews 
Street,” some read “Matthews Street.”  He remarked that no house numbers will change, 
since the Engineering Department assigned house numbers sequentially when the roadway 
was laid out in order to avoid confusion. 
 

 With no other persons presenting themselves, the Hearing was closed at 7:05 P.M. 
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#9577 
President James Walsh opened the Public Hearing at 7:06 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, 
reading aloud the comprehensive Hearing Notice, as follows: 
 

“In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 567 of the Code of the City of Gardner, notice 
is hereby given that the Gardner City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, 
May 16, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, Gardner City Hall, to 
consider renaming 210 feet of Summit Avenue off Union Street to “Clairmont Street.” All 
persons interested in this matter and desire to offer testimony are invited to attend the 
hearing.” 

GARDNER CITY COUNCIL 
ALAN L. AGNELLI, City Clerk 

 
 
Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified in favor of the Resolution, saying that the 
measure is a follow-up action to the Council’s recent decision to accept Clairmont Street as a 
public way.  He said that the portion of the roadway immediately off Union Street is 
presently named “Summit Avenue” while the remainder of the road parallel to Union Street 
is named “Clairmont Street.”  He said that confusion arose when Summit Avenue was 
originally laid-out, beginning at Union Street, crossing both Rouville Avenue and Jerome 
Avenue, and ending at Ames Avenue.  He noted that confusion persists with emergency 
services and UPS deliveries because the section off Union Street is called “Summit Avenue.”  
The proposal, he stated, is to rename only the portion of Summit Avenue from Union to 
Clairmont Street as “Clairmont Street,” adding that no houses are affected because each has a 
Clairmont Street address.     
 
With no other persons presenting themselves, the Hearing was closed at 7:08 P.M. and 
adjourned.  
 
Accepted by the City Council: 
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Regular Meeting of the City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 
Hall, on Monday evening, May 16, 2016.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

President James Walsh called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m. 
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Alan Agnelli called the Roll of Members. Ten (10) Councillors were present, 
including President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig 
Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and 
Matthew Vance.  Councillor Paul Tassone was absent. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

President Walsh led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Walsh led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Walsh announced to the assembly that the Open Meeting Recording and Public 
Records Announcement is posted at the entrance to the Chamber, and that any person 
planning to record the meeting by any means should identify themselves.   
 

READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Boone, it was 
voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, 
Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to waive reading and to accept the Minutes of the May 
2, 2016 Informal and Regular Meetings, as printed. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
#9624 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Johnson, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to place on file correspondence from the 
Mayor “Relative to the Tax Burden.” 
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Councillor James Johnson thanked the Mayor for providing information regarding the 
amount of taxes paid by local residents.  He said, however, that it would be helpful to look at 
the tax burden by reviewing the tax rate in addition to the amount taxed.  
   

ORDERS 

#9625 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Marc Morgan informed the Council that 
$60,000 of the Order will be used to purchase the Cumberland Farms [City Hall Avenue] 
property, while $5,000 will be committed to surveying the parcel along Rear Main Street 
that Cumberland Farms is donating to the City. 
 
Councillor James Boone congratulated the Mayor for putting together the deal with 
Cumberland Farms and noted that the [underground petroleum storage] tanks will be 
removed by Cumberland Farms.      
 
Councillor Scott Graves questioned whether a written agreement exists outlining the 
proposed deal between the City and Cumberland Farms, citing whether a Chapter 21E 
inspection will be performed of the site and, if the soil is found to be contaminated, if the 
agreement will include cleanup costs. 
 
President Walsh recognized Mayor Hawke who stated that such conditions will be included 
and that the responsible party would provide for cleanup, if necessary.    
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Marc Morgan, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on roll call, ten (10) yeas, President 
James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, 
to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO CUMBERLAND FARM PURCHASE. 
 

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Sixty Five Thousand  
Dollars and No Cents ($65,000.00) from Free Cash to Cumberland Farms Purchase. 

 
Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 
 
 
 



 
REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 16, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 3 of 18 
 

CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

#9626 
On a motion by Councillor Marc Morgan and seconded by Councillor Nathan Boudreau, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President 
James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, 
to refer the following Order to the Public Safety Committee and Traffic Commission for 
further study and report: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM FREE CASH TO PUBLIC 
WORKS, ROAD RESURFACING. 

 

ORDER:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One Hundred Sixty Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($160,000.00) from Free Cash to DPW, Road Resurfacing. 

 
#9627 
On a motion by Councillor Marc Morgan and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on roll call, ten (10) yeas, President 
James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, 
to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM FREE CASH TO PUBLIC 
WORKS, NEW EQUIPMENT. 

 

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars and 
No Cents ($40,000.00) from Free Cash to Public Works, New Equipment. 

 

Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 

 
 

ORDINANCES 
#9628 
On a motion by Councillor Matthew Vance and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to refer AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 429, TO BE ENTITLED 
“DOOR-TO-DOOR SOLICITORS to the Public Safety Committee for study and report. 
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#9629 
On a motion by Councillor Matthew Vance and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to refer AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 600, THEREOF, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC,” VARIOUS SECTIONS to the Public Safety Committee for study and report. 

 
PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, ETC. 

#9630 
Reporting for the Public Safety Committee, Councillor Matthew Vance reported that the 
Committee did not address the license application; however, he recommended that the 
license be granted since Brian’s Bowlaway has been a longstanding business in the City of 
Gardner and that he is comfortable that there are no issues with its renewal.   
 
On a motion by Councillor Matthew Vance and seconded by Councillor Nathan Boudreau, 
on recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, 
President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew 
Vance, to approve the application of Brian’s Bowlaway for renewal of a Bowling Alley 
License at 123 Main Street for the period May 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017.  The issuance 
of the license is conditioned upon Certification that the applicant is in good standing with all 
municipal taxes, assessments, and other municipal fees or fines. 
 
#9631 
Reporting for the Public Safety Committee, Councillor Matthew Vance reported that the 
Committee did not address the license application; however, he recommended that the 
license be granted since The Salvation Army has been a longstanding business in the City of 
Gardner and that he is comfortable that there are no issues with its renewal.   
 
On a motion by Councillor Matthew Vance and seconded by Councillor James Johnson, on 
recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, 
President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew 
Vance, to approve the application of The Salvation Army for renewal of a License to Deal in 
Second Hand Articles at 8 Union Square for the period May 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017.  
The issuance of the license is conditioned upon Certification that the applicant is in good 
standing with all municipal taxes, assessments, and other municipal fees or fines.   
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#9632 
On a motion by Councillor Marc Morgan and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President 
James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, 
to adopt the following Measure: 
 

                      APPROVAL OF EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO G.L. C.268A, §20(b) 
               FINANCIAL INTEREST OF AMEE DELLASANTA  

                      CONTRACT FOR INTERPRETIVE SERVICES/TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENTS 
 

VOTED: To approve an Exemption pursuant to G.L. C. 268A, §20(b) in the Matter of a 
Financial Interest by Amee Dellasanta for a Contract for Interpretive Services in the 
Translation of Documents.  

 

Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 
 
#9633 
On a motion by Councillor Marc Morgan and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President 
James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, 
to adopt the following Measure: 
 

APPROVAL OF EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO G.L. C.268A, §20(b) 
FINANCIAL INTEREST OF DILLON HAMMOND  
CONTRACT FOR DATA COLLECTION SERVICES 

 

VOTED: To approve an Exemption pursuant to G.L. C. 268A, §20(b) in the Matter of a 
Financial Interest by Dillon Hammond for a Contract for Data Collection Services.  

 
Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE 
#9616 
On a motion by Councillor Scott Graves and seconded by Councillor Nathan Boudreau, it 
was voted on roll call, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
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Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO BUILDING REPAIRS AND 
MAINTENANCE. 

 

ORDER: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Ten Thousand  
Dollars and No Cents ($10,000.00) from Free Cash to Building Repairs and Maintenance. 

 

Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
#9588 
President Walsh informed the Council that at the recent Finance Committee meeting, the 
Mayor indicated that there was nothing new to report; however, there was indication that 
there might be some movement and that there might be a report at the next Council 
meeting. There being no objections, the Finance Committee was granted more time to report 
on A NOTICE UNDER G.L. CHAPTER 61, §8, RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL, SALE OF LAND CLASSIFIED 

AS FOREST LAND (PARCEL M32-6-5, 85.41 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET; PARCEL M-37-21-42, 3.37 ACRES 

EASTERLY OF CENTURY WAY; M32-6-10, 0.34 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET). 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
#9234  
President Walsh informed the Council that the City has yet to receive a response from the 
Attorney General’s Office regarding an opinion concerning proposed Charter provisions.  He 
said that he forwarded information that he received from Atty. Michelle Tassinari, Director 
of the State Election Division, to the City Solicitor.  The information that he passed along to 
the City Solicitor were samples of Charter provisions from various municipal Charters; 
however, the Solicitor did not forward those samples to the Attorney General’s Office.  Mr. 
Walsh added that he then forwarded the Charter samples to the Attorney General’s Office.  
There being no objections, the Committee of the Whole was granted more time.  
 

#9611 
On the motion to adopt the Resolution and to accept the provisions of M.G.L. c. 164, §134, 
Councillor James Boone stated that by adopting the measure, residents could possible receive 
lower electric rates and have the choice of opting-out of the program if they so choose.  
 

Councillor Matthew Vance expressed skepticism of the proposal, saying that isn’t certain that 
it will be a benefit to residents.  He said, however, that the Council should approve the 
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measure in order to move ahead and then to receive proposals with the details before the 
Council agrees to the plan. 
 
Councillor Nathan Boudreau stated that he saw this plan succeed in another community and 
that the community will save money. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Johnson, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to adopt the following Measure: 
 

ELECTRIC POWER AGGREGATION RESOLUTION 
AND ACCEPTANCE OF G.L. CHAPTER 164, § 134 

 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has engaged in a process to establish a 
competitive market place through the restructuring of the electricity market; and 

 

WHEREAS, citizens of Gardner have a substantial economic and social interest in terms of 
greater customer choice and opportunities for savings in this restructured market-and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Gardner hereby finds that it may be in the interest of its citizens 
who are electric ratepayers, both residential and commercial/industrial, to develop and 
secure such approvals and enter into appropriate agreements with consultants, experts and 
attorneys in connection with the establishment and operation of an electricity aggregation 
plan. 

 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the City of Gardner hereby: 
 

Accepts the provisions of M.G.L. c. 164, § 134, and publicly declares its intent to become 
an aggregator of electric power on behalf of its residential and business electric customers 
and to authorize the Mayor, as provided by such statute to develop a plan, for review by 
the citizens of the City of Gardner, detailing the process and consequences of aggregation 
and further to reestablish such plan if its operation is suspended, and to negotiate and enter 
into such contracts for power supply pursuant to the plan or services for such plan, with 
the understanding that if a power supply contract is executed, individual consumers would 
retain the option not to participate in the aggregation plan and, instead, to choose any 
electricity) alternatives they desire and, further, to take such other action relative hereto 
as may be appropriate and necessary. 

 
Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
#9551 
President Walsh informed the Council that the Planning Board submitted its Final Report to 
the City Council on the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment. 
 
On a motion by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it was 
voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, 
Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to Order the following Ordinance to First Printing: 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 675 
THEREOF, ENTITLED “ZONING,” TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION 675-590. MILL STREET 
CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT. 

 
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Gardner, as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 675 is hereby amended to add a new subsection 675-590, Mill Street 
Corridor Development Overlay District, as follows:  

A.  Purpose 
To encourage commercial and industrial development and increase redevelopment options, in 
the Mill Street Corridor Urban Renewal Area (MSCURA), to provide local employment and 
enhance the tax base while protecting surrounding neighborhoods from land use conflicts.  
Redevelopment options will be consistent with city-wide growth and development policies 
within economically stressed areas within the MSCURA by providing for additional uses as a 
matter of right and altering dimensional requirements. 

B.  Scope of Authority 
1. The Mill Street Corridor Development Overlay District (MSCDOD) shall only be applied 

over all parcels that are included in the Mill Street Corridor Urban Renewal Area.   
 
2. Any use permitted by right or Special Permit in the underlying districts, as provided for by 

this Ordinance, shall continue to be permitted in addition to all other uses permitted by 
the MSCDOD. 

 
3. Site plan review. All developments proposed for MSCDOD shall undergo site plan review 

in accordance with § 675-1020.  Site Plan Review, shall apply to any new structure or 
group of structures under the same ownership on the same or contiguous lots that consist 
of 2,500 square feet or more of gross floor area; or any improvement, alteration, or change 
in use which results in an increase of 2,500 square feet or more of gross floor area. 
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4. Waivers. The Planning Board may modify or waive any requirement of the overlay district 
upon finding that, due to topography, location, or unusual conditions affecting the 
property, the requirements of this section would unreasonably restrict development of the 
property. In modifying or waiving these provisions, the Planning Board may impose 
conditions it deems necessary to protect the public interest and promote the orderly 
development of the corridor. 

C.  Designation of Mill Street Corridor Development Overlay District 
Designation is limited to parcels that are included in the Mill Street Corridor Urban Renewal 
Area due to the areas economic stress.  Criteria for measuring economic stress include 
vacancy rates, incidences of arson, declining property values, building code violations, 
property tax delinquencies and inclusion in ongoing revitalization efforts. 

D.  Additional Uses 
1. Properties included in the MSCDOD shall be permitted for the following uses as a 

matter of right: 

a. Library, museums, art gallery or civic center. 

b. Country or tennis club, lodge building or other non-profit social, civic, 
conservation or recreational use. 

c. Professional Office and Retail Store, regardless of square footage. 

d. Restaurant, fast food, including appurtenant structures to provide drive-through 
or drive-in services. 

e. Restaurant serving food or beverages with live or mechanical entertainment. 

f. Indoor amusement or recreation place of assembly provided that the building is so 
insulated and maintained as to confine noise to the premises. 

g. Commercial clubs and/or recreational establishments such as swimming pools, 
tennis courts, ski clubs, camping areas, skating rinks or other commercial facilities 
offering outdoor recreation. 

E.  Dimensional Requirements 
1. Any new structure, substantial improvement or alternative to an existing structure 

involving more than 50 percent of that structure’s gross floor area shall be subject to 
the following: 

a. Minimum lot size: 60,000 square feet 

b. Minimum frontage: none 

c. Front yard setback: none 

d. Side yard setback: 10 feet; or none if abuts commercial or industrial use 

e. Rear yard setback: 20 feet; or 40 feet if abuts residential zone 
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f. Maximum building height: 5 stories or 60 feet 

g. Maximum building coverage including accessory buildings 65% 
 

2. Improvements or alterations to an existing structure involving less than 50 percent of 
that structure’s gross floor area shall not be subject to dimensional requirements, 
except that the minimum lot size shall not be less than 60,000 square feet and the 
structure shall not expand in terms of percentage of lot coverage, and side and rear 
setbacks shall be met. 

 
F.  Design and Preservation Standards 

 
1. The provisions of § 675-750, Schedule of Parking Uses; loading areas shall apply unless 

superseded by the following standards. 
 
 Parking Requirements MSCDOD: 

 
  Use      Parking Spaces Required 
 Retail Store   1 space per 250 square feet gross floor area 
 
 Business or professional office   1 space per 300 square feet gross floor area 
 
 Restaurant, lodge or club, or other place of  1 space per 4 seats plus 1 space per 
 assembly employee, or 1 space per 75 square feet of assembly 

area 
 
 Library, museum, art gallery, civic center, or  2 spaces per 1,000 square feet gross floor 
 Recreational facilities area 
 
 Outdoor recreation 1 space per 1,000 square feet of recreational land 

area 
 
2. Parking Lot Design  

a. The provisions of § 675-770, Design requirements for parking lots, facilities, and drive-
throughs shall apply unless superseded by the following standards. 

 
b. Sidewalks and pedestrian paths shall connect the lots to the principal uses they will serve. 

Facilities and access routes for deliveries, service and maintenance shall be separated, where 
practical, from public access routes and parking areas. Car stops shall be provided to prevent 
parked cars from damaging trees and shrubs or disrupting pedestrian walkways. 

 
c. The Planning Board may modify the above requirements for any interior landscaped areas or 

islands that serve as vegetated swales or bioretention cells. 
 
 

http://www.ecode360.com/15382139#15382139
http://www.ecode360.com/15382139#15382139
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3. Lighting and utilities.  
a. All lighting shall be arranged and shielded so as to prevent direct glare from the light source 

into any public street or private way or onto adjacent property. Lighting shall comply with 
§ 675-770B, Lighting and landscaping requirements, Subsection B(4), and § 675-1020F, 
development impact standards. 

 
b. All lights and illuminated signs shall be designed to prevent objectionable light and glare 

from crossing property lines. Externally lit signs, display, building and aesthetic lighting must 
be lit from the top and shine downward. 

 
c. All electric, telephone, television and other communication lines, both main and service 

connections, shall be provided by underground wiring. 
 
4. Complete Streets - Whenever a development within the MSCDOD fronts a public way, Complete 

Streets design principles consistent with the Timpany Boulevard Complete Streets Study, dated 
June 2015, shall be incorporated into the design. 

 
5. Projects shall take into consideration the preservation of sensitive natural features including 

streams and water bodies. Development shall preserve the natural features of the site, avoid areas 
of environmental sensitivity, and minimize alteration of natural features.  If appropriate walking 
and hiking trails should be incorporated into the development to enhance walkability within the 
development.  

 
6. Bicycle accommodation.  

a. Bicycle parking facilities shall be provided for any new building, addition or enlargement of 
an existing building, or for any change in the occupancy of any building that results in the 
need for additional vehicular parking facilities. One bicycle space shall be provided for every 
10 vehicle parking spaces, up to a maximum of 25 spaces. 

 
b. Parking for bicycles shall include provision for secure storage of bicycles. Such facilities shall 

provide lockable enclosed lockers or racks or equivalent structures in or upon which the user 
may lock a bicycle. 

 
c. Bicycle parking facilities shall be sufficiently separated from motor vehicle parking areas to 

protect parked bicycles from damage by motor vehicles. The separation may be accomplished 
through grade separation, distance or physical barrier, such as curbs, wheel stops, poles or 
other similar features. 

 
d. Bicycle parking facilities shall be located in a clearly designated safe and convenient location. 

Whenever possible, the bicycle parking shall be placed within 50 feet of building entrances 
and in well-lit areas. 

 
 

http://www.ecode360.com/15382147#15382147
http://www.ecode360.com/15382363#15382363
http://www.ecode360.com/15382422#15382422
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7. Landscaping and screening. 
a. A registered landscape architect shall prepare a landscape plan drawn to scale, including 

dimensions and distances. The plan shall delineate all existing and proposed parking spaces or 
other vehicle areas, access aisles, driveways, and the location, size and description of all 
landscaping materials and tree cover. 

b. Loading areas and service facilities (dumpsters, storage areas, utility boxes, etc.) shall be 
placed to the rear of buildings in visually unobtrusive locations. Screening and landscaping 
shall prevent direct views of such areas from adjacent properties or from public ways. 
Screening shall be achieved through walls, fences, landscaped berms, evergreen plantings, or 
combinations thereof. Fences made of wood, stone, or brick are preferred. 

c. Heating, ventilating and air-conditioning (HVAC) units, telephone boxes, electrical 
transformers, etc., shall be screened through use of landscaping, berms, or fences and shall be 
as unobtrusive as possible. Heating, ventilating and air-conditioning (HVAC) units may be 
located behind roof ridgelines so they are not visible from the front view of the building. 

d. When a proposed development abuts a residential district, whether presently developed or 
not, landscaped buffers shall be employed to shield the residential property from view of the 
proposed development and to minimize lighting and noise impacts. Such a buffer shall 
contain a screen of plantings not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the 
time of planting and shall thereafter be maintained by the owner or occupant so as to provide 
a dense screen year round. At least 50% of the plants shall consist of evergreens. A solid wall 
or fence, not to exceed six feet in height, complemented by suitable plantings, may be 
substituted for such landscaped buffers. 

 
8. Architectural standards. 

a. The site plan application shall contain elevations of all proposed buildings, prepared by a 
licensed architect. 

b. Exterior materials for the front façade and any sides of buildings fronting on public streets 
may include clapboard, wood shingles, stone, brick, textured or coated concrete block, 
textured or coated precast concrete, or materials of comparable appearance as approved by 
the Planning Board. Applicants are encouraged to use green building technologies and 
materials, wherever possible, to limit environmental impacts. 

c. Architectural focal points. In any development with 10,000 square feet or more of retail use, 
the principal building on a lot shall have clearly defined, highly visible customer entrances 
featuring at least two of the following: canopies or porticos; overhangs; recesses/projections; 
raised corniced parapets over the door; peaked roof forms; arches; outdoor patios; display 
windows; and planters or wing walls that incorporate landscaped areas and/or places for 
sitting. 

 
FIRST PRINTING - May 20, 2016 
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#9569 
President Walsh informed the Council that the Planning Board submitted its Final Report to 
the City Council on the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment. 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, it was 
voted viva voce, nine (9) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, 
and Matthew Vance; one (1) nay, Councillor Scott Graves, to Order the following Ordinance 
to First Printing: 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 675 
THEREOF, ENTITLED “ZONING,” TO ADD NEW SUBSECTIONS TO SECTION 675-970, 
SIGNS PERMITTED IN COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS, AND TO SECTION 
675-980, SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR SIGNS IN HISTORIC AREAS, 

 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Gardner, as follows: 
 

Section 1.  Chapter 675 is hereby amended by adding a new subsection to 675-970, Signs 
Permitted in Commercial or Industrial Districts, as follows:  

 

G.   Perpendicular signs.  One projecting, or perpendicular sign, may be erected 
within five feet of the business’s entrance and must be erected no less than 
ten (10) feet from the ground level, at the base of the building above a 
sidewalk to the bottom of the sign, so long as public safety is not endangered, 
and no more than twenty (20) feet from the ground level to the top of the 
sign.  Such sign shall not extend above the building, nor be more than eight 
(8) square feet in area and, when combined with any existing alternative 
signage, shall not exceed a total of eighty (80) square feet.  All perpendicular 
signs must be externally lit from the top and shine downward. 

 

Section 2. Chapter 675 is further amended by adding a new subsection to 675-980, Special 
Regulations for Signs in Historic Areas, as follows: 

 

G.   Perpendicular signs.  One projecting, or perpendicular sign, may be erected 
within five feet of the business’s entrance and must be erected no less than 
ten (10) feet from the ground level at the base of the building above a 
sidewalk to the bottom of the sign, so long as public safety is not endangered, 
and no more than twenty (20) feet from the ground level to the top of the 
sign.  Such sign shall not extend above the building, nor be more than eight 
(8) square feet in area and, when combined with any existing alternative 
signage, shall not exceed a total of forty (40) square feet.  All perpendicular 
signs must be externally lit from the top and shine downward. 

 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and publication as required by 
law. 

 

FIRST PRINTING - May 20, 2016 
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#9576 
On a motion by Councillor Matthew Vance and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to adopt the following Measure: 
 

RESOLUTION CHANGING THE NAME OF A PORTION OF  
MATTHEWS STREET TO OLD MATTHEWS STREET 

 

WHEREAS: In the opinion of City Council of the City of Gardner, a certain way in 
existence known as Matthews Street running in a northeasterly direction 
between its end at Route 140 and its intersection with Pearl Street, is 
therefore; 

 

ORDERED: To be renamed Old Matthews Street pursuant to the authority given to the 
City Council under Chapter 567 Article II, Paragraph 9 of the Code of the 
City of Gardner relative to the names of streets, squares and parks.  

 
Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 
 
#9577 
On a motion by Councillor Matthew Vance and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to adopt the following Measure: 
 

RESOLUTION CHANGING THE NAME OF A PORTION OF  
SUMMIT AVENUE TO CLAIRMONT STREET 

 

WHEREAS: In the opinion of City Council of the City of Gardner, a certain way in 
existence known as Summit Avenue running in a southeasterly direction for 
approximately 210 feet from Union Street is therefore; 

 

ORDERED: To be renamed Clairmont Street pursuant to the authority given to the City 
Council under Chapter 567 Article II, Paragraph 9 of the Code of the City of 
Gardner relative to the names of streets, squares and parks.  

 

Presented to Mayor for Approval – May 17, 2016 
Approved – May 18, 2016 
MARK P. HAWKE, Mayor 
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#9588 
There being no objections, more time was granted to the Law Department for study and 
report on A NOTICE UNDER G.L. CHAPTER 61, §8, RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL, SALE OF LAND 

CLASSIFIED AS FOREST LAND (PARCEL M32-6-5, 85.41 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET; PARCEL M-37-21-42, 
3.37 ACRES EASTERLY OF CENTURY WAY; M32-6-10, 0.34 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET). 
 

#9599 
Councillor Ronald Cormier moved to pass the following Ordinance and Councillor Craig 
Cormier seconded the motion: 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 171 
THEREOF, ENTITLED “PERSONNEL,” TO CHANGE THE COMPENSATION SCHEDULE. 

 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Gardner as follows: 
 

Section 1.  Section 171-68 of Chapter 171, Personnel, of the Code of the City of Gardner is 
hereby amended by deleting and repealing Schedule 2 – Compensation Schedule and 
replacing it to read as follows:  
 

 
A.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
       

       07/01/15 
 

01/01/16 
 Position Grade 

 
Annual Weekly 

 
Annual Weekly 

 Building Commissioner G-10   $72,287.27 $1,390.14   $73,644.00 $1,416.23 
 Chief of Police G-13   $90,730.00 $1,744.81   $92,498.00 $1,778.81 
 City Assessor G-9   $63,781.00 $1,226.56   $67,568.00 $1,299.38 
 City Auditor G-10   $75,027.41 $1,442.83       
 City Clerk G-10   $72,287.27 $1,390.14   $73,644.00 $1,416.23 
 City Collector/Treasurer G-10   $77,706.96 $1,494.36       
 City Engineer G-11   $93,248.55 $1,793.24       
 City Solicitor G-10   $74,491.70 $1,432.53       
 Council on Aging Director G-8   $50,814.00 $977.19   $52,179.00 $1,003.44 
 

Director of Community 
Development & Planning G-10 

City $60,825.00         
 GRA $20,556.00 

   
  

   
 

CDBG $4,283.00 
   

  
 

    
Total 
Compensation $85,664.00 $1,647.38       

 Director of Local Origination & 
Educational Planning G-6   $57,846.66 $1,112.44       

 Director of Public Health G-10   $75,027.41 $1,442.83       
 Fire Chief G-13   $85,009.00 $1,634.79   $87,487.00 $1,682.44 
 Golf Course Driving 

Range/Superintendent G-9   $70,740.67 $1,360.40       
 Human Resources Director G-11   $77,645.00 $1,493.17   $80,263.00 $1,543.52 
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Information Technology Director G-10 

City $44,304.21         
 School $43,652.68 

   
  

     Total   $87,956.89 $1,691.48       
 Library Director G-10   $72,287.27 $1,390.14       
 Public Works Director G-12   $92,470.75 $1,778.28       
 Purchasing Agent/Civil 

Enforcement Director G-10   $70,406.31 $1,353.97   $71,144.00 $1,368.15 
 Veterans' Director G-6   $53,591.00 $1,030.60       
  

B. NON-UNION DIRECT AND SUPERVISORY STAFF POSITIONS 
 

    

   
07/01/15 01/01/16 

Position Grade 
 

Annual Weekly Hourly Annual Weekly Hourly 

Executive Secretary  G-4   $43,402.00 $834.65 $22.56 $43,932.00 $844.85 $22.83 

Assistant City Clerk G-4   $39,476.00   $20.52 $40,299.00   $20.95 

Assistant City Engineer G-8   $59,585.00 $1,145.87   $61,993.00 $1,192.17   

Assistant City Solicitor G-3   $41,175.03 $791.83         

Assistant Director of Community 
Development G-7 

City $3,198.00           

CDBG $60,754.00 
    

  

    Total   $63,952.00 $1,229.85         

Assistant Director of Public Health G-5   $49,306.40 $948.20         

Assistant Library Director G-6   $53,972.18 $1,037.93         

Deputy Chief of Police G-11   $77,645.00 $1,493.17   $80,263.00 $1,543.52   

Economic Development Coordinator G-7 

City $46,480.00           

Other $10,520.00 
    

  

    Total   $57,000.00 $1,096.15         

GIS Technician G-5   $48,231.90 $927.54         

Golf Professional G-6   $1,183.67 Weekly         

Golf Pro Manager G-6   $1,020.00 Weekly         

Local Inspector G-6   $55,734.85 $1,071.82         

Producer G-2   $43,841.01 $843.10         

Senior Animal Control Officer G-2   $37,513.70 $721.42         
Systems Manager G-6   $58,950.00 $1,133.65         

Electrical Inspector G-6       $28.97       

Plumbing Inspector G-6       $25.89     $27.12 

Transfer Station Supervisor G-3       $20.48       

Conservation Agent G-6   $27.29           

Planning Agent G-6   $29.37           

   
Annual Monthly 

    Civil Defense Director     $8,473.40  $706.12          

Sealer of Weights & Measures     $8,629.99 $719.17         
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C. NON-UNION STAFF POSITIONS 

   
07/01/15 01/01/16 

Position 
  

Annual Weekly Hourly Annual Weekly Hourly 

Animal Control Officer     $29,160.00 $560.77 $14.02 $31,000.00 $596.15 $14.90 
 

Section 2.  This Ordinance shall be effective July 1, 2015.  
 
FIRST PRINTING – MAY 6, 2016 
 
On the motion, Councillor Scott Graves stated that he initially opposed the Ordinance at 
First Printing because one particular position was not slated for an increase.  He said, 
however, that he would support the Ordinance at this time “so as not to throw out the baby 
with the bathwater.”   
 

One call of the roll, six (6) yeas, Councillors Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, 
James Johnson, Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance; four (4) nays, President James Walsh 
and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, and Karen Hardern, the motion did not 
pass. 
 

President Walsh relinquished the Chair to Councillor Ronald Cormier. 
 

President Pro-tem Ronald Cormier recognized Councillor James Walsh. 
 

Councillor Walsh moved to Reconsider and Enter on the Minutes the vote on #9599. 
Councillor Marc Morgan seconded the motion. 
 

Councillor Ronald Cormier relinquished the Chair and President Walsh resumed the 
Chair. 
 

President Walsh explained that the motion to Reconsider and Enter on the Minutes 
requires that the matter be placed on the Calendar at the next regular meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Marc Morgan, it was 
voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, 
Marc Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to consider New Business. 
 

Announcements and Commentary 
Councillor Karen Hardern informed the Council that former Ward 4 Councillor James Minns 
suffered a fall, but that he is doing well.  She extended her thoughts and prayers to him for a 
speedy recovery. 
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Councillor Scott Graves commended the Mayor for coming to an agreement to acquire the 
Cumberland Farms property and having it cleaned up for the price of $65,000.     
 
Councillor Nathan Boudreau congratulated students graduating from MWCC and other 
colleges, as well as congratulating Mayor Hawke for being named “Alumnus of the Year” at 
MWCC. 
 
Councillor Marc Morgan commented on a news article that recently appeared in The 
Gardner News concerning the School Department seeking additional funding in the 
upcoming Budget.  He said that “what stood out to him” as a school system is that “we sit 
here and allow this to continue.” He stated that the school system is very important to this 
community, because no one and no businesses will come into a community “that has a school 
system at the bottom in the state.”   He applauded the Mayor for possibly coming forward 
with a plan to improve the school system. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Walsh led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor James Johnson, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, James Johnson, Marc 
Morgan, and Matthew Vance, to adjourn at 8:00 o’clock p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  
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