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 City of Gardner, Massachusetts 
Office of the City Council 

~~~~~~~ 
CALENDAR FOR THE MEETING 

of 
TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2016 

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
7:30 P.M. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. CALL OF THE ROLL OF MEMBERS 
 

III. OPENING PRAYER 
 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

V. ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS 
 

Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to 
reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the 
meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All documents and exhibits used or referenced at the meeting 
must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. 

 

VI. READING OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING(S) 
 

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the April 4, 2016 Public Hearings and the 
Regular Meeting. 
 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR    

 ORDERS 
 

9602 – An Order Appropriating $32,542.00 from Free Cash to City Hall, Heating 
System Capital Project. 

 

9603 – An Order Appropriating $40,000.00 from Free Cash to Mayor’s Unclassified, 
Termination Leave Reserve. 

 

9604 – An Order Appropriating $145, 320.00 from Free Cash to Fire Department,    
Various Accounts. 

 

9605 – An Order Appropriating $40,000.00 from Free Cash to Police Department,    
New Vehicle. 

 

9606 – An Order Appropriating $242,000.00 from Free Cash to Debt Service. 
 

9607 – An Order Appropriating $100,000.00 from Free Cash to Public Works,  DPW 
New Building. 

 

9608 – An Order Appropriating $61,569.00 from Free Cash to Fire Department,   
Private Salaries. 
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IX. PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, ETC. 
 

 9609 –  A Measure Approving a Financial Interest Under G.L. Chapter 268A, § 20(b) 
  in the Matter of Erica Corral, Substitute Teacher/Paraprofessional, for a   
  Contract for Interpretive Services in the Translation of Documents (Finance 
  Committee). 

 

 9610 –  A Measure Approving a Financial Interest Under G.L. Chapter 268A, § 20(b)
  in the Matter of Traci Podrazik, Guidance Counselor, for a Contract for   
  Interpretive Services in the Translation of Documents (Finance Committee). 

  

9611 –  A Resolution Relative to Aggregation of Electric Power and a Measure   
  Accepting G.L. Chapter 164, § 134, Load Aggregation Programs. 

 

X.    REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES  
 
 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

9582 – A Communication from Seven Point of Massachusetts, Inc. Relative to 
   Support/Non-opposition to Siting a Registered Marijuana Dispensary in the 
   City of Gardner (In City Council and Referred to Council as Committee of the Whole  
   2/16/2016; Meeting with Seven Point 3/21/2016; Referred to Public Safety Committee and the
   Mayor 3/21/2016). 
 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
  

 9588 – A Notice Under G.L. Chapter 61, §8, Right of First Refusal, Sale of Land   
  Classified as Forest Land (Parcel M32-6-5, 85.41 acres easterly of Clark Street; Parcel
  M-37-21-42, 3.37 acres easterly of Century Way; M32-6-10, 0.34 acres easterly of Clark 
  Street) (Referred to Finance and Law Department for Study and Report 3/7/2016). 
 

9595 –  An Order Appropriating $4,544.00 from Sewer Surplus to Sewer, Clerk   
  (In City Council and Referred to Finance Committee 3/21/2016). 

 

9599 –  An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 171-68, 
  Entitled “Personnel,” to Change Compensation Schedule 2 (In City Council and
  Referred to Finance Committee 3/21/2016). 
 

 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

9234 – Law Department Charter Review (Referred to the City Solicitor 10/20/2014; Charter 
  Review Received and Referred to the Committee of the Whole 3/3/2015). 
 

XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 

9551 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, Zoning,
   Adding New Section 675-590, Mill Street Corridor Development Overlay 
   District (In City Council and Referred to Public Welfare 1/19/2016; Ordered to Public 
   Hearing 2/16/2016; Joint Hearing Scheduled for Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. ). 
 

9569 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, Zoning,
   Section 675-970, Signs Permitted in Commercial and Industrial Districts,  
   Perpendicular Signs, and Section 675-980, Special Regulations for Signs in 
   Historic Areas, Perpendicular Signs (In City Council and Ordered to Public Hearing 
   2/16/2016; Joint Hearing Scheduled for Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.). 
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XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 
 9570 – A Measure to Discontinue John Street as a Public Way (In City Council, Referred
   to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Planning Board Report  
   Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment Period Continued to 4/19/2016).  
 
 9571 – A Measure to Discontinue Risley Street as a Public Way (In City Council, Referred 
   to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Planning Board Report  
   Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment Period Continued to 4/19/2016).   
 
 9572 – A Measure to Discontinue St. John’s Road as a Public Way (In City Council,  
  Referred to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Planning Board 
  Report Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment Period Continued to 
  4/19/2016).  
 
 9573 – A Measure to Discontinue Notre Dame Road as a Public Way (In City Council,
   Referred to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Planning Board 
   Report Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment Period Continued to 
  4/19/2016).  
 
 9574 – A Measure to Discontinue as a Public Way Matthews Street from Route 140 to 
   Relocated Matthews Street (southwesterly approx. 2,600’) (In City Council, 
   Referred to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Planning Board 
   Report Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment Period Continued to 
  4/19/2016).  
 
 9575 – A Resolution to Rename Matthews Road to Matthews Street (Route 140 to 

  Green Street) (In City Council and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Hearing 
  dependent upon Council action under Calendar #9574).  

  
 9576 – A Resolution to Rename a Portion of Matthews Street to Old Matthews Street 

 (In City Council and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Hearing dependent upon Council
  action under Calendar #9574).  

  
 9577 – A Resolution to Rename a Portion of Summit Avenue to Clairmont Street 

 from Union Street for approx. 210’ southeasterly. (In City Council and Ordered to 
 Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Hearing dependent upon Council action under Calendar #9578).  

 
 9578 – An Order of Taking in Fee for Public Way for Clairmont Street (In City Council,
    Referred to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Planning Board 
   Report Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment Period Continued to 
  4/19/2016).  
 
 9579 – An Order of Taking in Fee for Public Way for Wilkins Road and Fredette  
    Street (In City Council, Referred to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 
    2/16/2016; Planning Board Report Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment
  Period Continued to 4/19/2016).  
   

 9580 – An Order of Taking in Fee for Public Way for Snake Pond Road (In City Council,
   Referred to Planning Board, and Ordered to Public Hearing 2/16/2016; Planning Board 
  Report Received 3/21/2016; Hearing 4/4/2016; Public Comment Period Continued to 
  4/19/2016).  
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XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 

9582 – A Communication from Seven Point of Massachusetts, Inc. Relative to 
   Support/Non-opposition to Siting a Registered Marijuana Dispensary in the 
   City of Gardner (In City Council and Referred to Council as Committee of the Whole  
   2/16/2016; Meeting with Seven Point 3/21/2016; Referred to Mayor and Public Safety 
   Committee 3/21/2016). 
 
 9588 – A Notice Under G.L. Chapter 61, §8, Right of First Refusal, Sale of Land   

  Classified as Forest Land (Parcel M32-6-5, 85.41 acres easterly of Clark Street; Parcel
  M-37-21-42, 3.37 acres easterly of Century Way; M32-6-10, 0.34 acres easterly of Clark 
 Street) (Referred to Law Department & Finance Committee for Study and Report 3/7/2016). 

 
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
XIII. CLOSING PRAYER 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Items listed on the Council Calendar are those reasonably anticipated by the Council President to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items 
listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.   
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Office of the City Council 

~~~~~~~ 
CALENDAR FOR THE MEETING 

of 
TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2016 
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IX. PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, ETC. 
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  in the Matter of Erica Corral, Substitute Teacher/Paraprofessional, for a   
  Contract for Interpretive Services in the Translation of Documents (Finance 
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9582 – A Communication from Seven Point of Massachusetts, Inc. Relative to 
   Support/Non-opposition to Siting a Registered Marijuana Dispensary in the 
   City of Gardner (In City Council and Referred to Council as Committee of the Whole  
   2/16/2016; Meeting with Seven Point 3/21/2016; Referred to Public Safety Committee and the
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PUBLIC HEARINGS OF APRIL 4, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 1 of 6 
 

CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Eleven Councillors were present, including President James Walsh and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, 
James Johnson, Marc Morgan, Paul Tassone, and Matthew Vance.  
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

#9570, #9571, #9572, #9573, and #9574 
President James Walsh opened the Public Hearings at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council 
Chamber, reading aloud the comprehensive Hearing Notice, as follows: 
 

      CITY OF GARDNER 
      NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

      DISCONTINUANCE OF PUBLIC WAYS 
 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 567 of the Code of the City of Gardner, notice is hereby given 
that the Gardner City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, April 4, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
City Council Chamber, Room 219, Gardner City Hall, to consider discontinuing as public ways the 
following roads and streets: 

 

(1) John Street 
(2) Matthews Street from Route 140 to Relocated Matthews Street 
(3) Notre Dame Road 
(4) Risley Street 
(5) St. John’s Road 

 

 All persons interested in this matter and desire to offer testimony are invited to attend the hearing. 
 

GARDNER CITY COUNCIL 
ALAN L. AGNELLI, City Clerk 

 

#9570 – John Street Discontinuance 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 

Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that there are a number of reasons for the City to 
abandon John Street, citing the lack of any houses off the section of John Street that exits to 
Pleasant Street, adding that it is the opinion of the Engineering Department that safety and 
traffic problems exist on the street.  He suggested that a cul-de-sac could be constructed 
where the homes end along the segment of John Street off Eleanor and Conant Streets, 
which, if constructed, would cut off traffic from West Broadway. 
 

Richard Kendall, 67 John Street,  stated that he resides at the corner of John Street and 
expressed opposition to the proposal since the roadway would no longer be maintained, 
including snow plowing. 
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

James Hannula, 63 John Street, stated that he recently purchased his home on John Street 
with the understanding that it is a public way and would be maintained.  He expressed 
opposition to abandoning the street as a public way. 
 

There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the John Street 
Discontinuance hearing closed at 6:38 p.m. 
 
 

#9571 – Risley Street Discontinuance 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 
Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that Risley Street connects the second half of 
John Street that is separated by Route 2 and that most the abutting land is owned by a single 
landowner.  He said that the previous owner of 67 John Street initiated the proposal to 
discontinue John Street.  He added that a brook traverses Risley Street and that in the past, 
the Fire Department has had to rescue three vehicles trapped in street due to flooding. 
 
James Hannula, 63 John Street, stated that the roadway has not experienced flooding for the 
two years that he has lived on John Street and noting that the previous owner of 67 John 
Street no longer resides there. 
 
Richard Kendall, 67 John Street, expressed opposition to the proposal to abandon Risley 
Street. 
 
There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the Risley Street 
Discontinuance hearing closed at 6:42 p.m. 
 
#9572 – St. John’s Road Discontinuance 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 
Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that St. John’s Road exists solely for the purpose 
of conveying people into St. John’s Cemetery, which the Road is part of the Cemetery, and 
rightly the responsibility of the Cemetery owner.  Therefore, he recommended that the 
roadway be abandoned. 
 
Jovide Girouard, 11 Yale Street, testified that St. John’s Road and Notre Dame Roads have 
been accepted City streets since the 1920’s.  He said that the Mayor proposed to the former 
Pastor of Holy Rosary Church that the roadways be discontinued and that the Parish would 
be then obligated to maintain and snowplow the streets.        
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Alan Rousseau, 211 Betty Spring Road, testified that he is strongly opposed to discontinuing 
St. John’s Road as a public way, noting that in 1921, Town leaders decided that the road 
should be a public way.  He stated that St. John’s Road extends from West Street to the top of 
the hill in St. John’s Cemetery and that City maintenance provides for safe travel for visitors 
to the Cemetery.  Mr. Rousseau added that he attended the recent Planning Board meeting 
and that there was no discussion by the Board with regard to any of the proposed road 
discontinuances. 
 
Roger Cormier, 79 Robillard Street, testified that the Church has no funds to maintain the 
road, so that the many elderly people that visit the Cemetery year ‘round might face 
dangerous road conditions if not sanded and maintained by the City, particularly driving 
down the hill to exit onto West Street. 
 

There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the St. John’s Road 
Discontinuance hearing closed at 6:51 p.m. 
           
#9573 – Notre Dame Road Discontinuance 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 

Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that it is his opinion that his role in the matter is 
to remain neutral, noting, however, that he supports and recommends adoption of all of the 
proposed abandonments.  “If I suggested to you that the City should sand a driveway into a 
private industrial area parking lot or into a bowling alley for customer access, then you 
would be outraged.”  He said that it is his opinion that Notre Dame Road is a cemetery road;  
agreed that it has been a city road for almost 100 years; but suggested that it is time for 
changes to be made and that the roadway be discontinued and given to the Cemetery, since 
Notre Dame Road accesses only the Cemetery. 
 

Alan Rousseau, 211 Betty Spring Road, testified that he is strongly opposed to discontinuing 
Notre Dame Road as a public way, stating that the roadway is 1,242 feet from West Street to 
the Notre Dame Cemetery.   He noted that he has a 967’ “Right-of-Way” to his back land 
which he noted is his only legal access, and access to the Cemetery and the City-owned 
Tomb. 
 

Mr. Rousseau continued, saying that many senior citizens visit the Cemetery and that Notre 
Dame Road provides safe access to the Cemetery and to his property.  He added that he has 
not seen a traffic study to determine that impact that discontinuing the roads would have.  
With regard to access to the City-owned Tomb, Mr. Rousseau stated that the Church leases 
the Tomb and utilizes it, and without proper road maintenance, access to the Tomb would be 
hindered during inclement weather conditions.      
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Concerning his land, Mr. Rousseau stated that he owns land and a building in back of Notre 
Dame Cemetery which he accesses via Notre Dame Road.  He said that his father purchased 
the land 73 years ago, paid real estate taxes for many years and he now owns the land and 
continues to pay taxes on the land and building.  He said roadway access is critical since he 
needs to maintain the property and that Police and Fire also need access.  He said that he 
agreed with the City’s administration that there is no guarantee of long-term road 
maintenance is the City abandons the road.    He closed his remarks by saying that it is not 
an issue of “Separation of Church and State,” as some have mentioned, quoting the First 
Amendment to the Constitution.  “It is more about common sense and state,” he added. 
 
Roger Cormier, 79 Robillard Street, testified that the Tomb is used by local funeral homes to 
temporarily store remains in winter months when burials cannot occur, noting that 20 
bodies were stored in the Tomb last winter and that access to the Tomb is critical. 
 
There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the Notre Dame 
Road Discontinuance hearing closed at 7:02 p.m. 
 
#9574 – Matthew’s Street Discontinuance 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 
Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that when Route 140 was constructed, it was 
suggested that the roadway be straightened and that the old part of Matthews Street be 
abandoned, which serves only as a driveway to a single residence. 
 
There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the Matthews Street 
Discontinuance hearing closed at 7:05 p.m. 
 
#9578, #9579, and #9580 
President James Walsh opened the Public Hearings on the three Public Way layouts, reading 
aloud the comprehensive Hearing Notice, as follows: 
 

CITY OF GARDNER 
    NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   PUBLIC WAY LAYOUTS 
 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 567 of the Code of the City of Gardner, notice is hereby given 
that the Gardner City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, April 4, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
City Council Chamber, Room 219, Gardner City Hall, to consider laying out as public streets or ways, the 
following:  
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(1) Clairmont Street from its beginning at Union Street to its dead end a distance of approximately 600 
feet and of a width of 40.00 and 50.00 feet.   

(2) Snake Pond Road from its beginning at Airport Road to its dead end a distance of approximately 
1,465 feet and of a width of 40.00 feet throughout.  

(3) Unaccepted portions of Wilkins Road and Fredette Street from the end of the 1974 layout of 
Fredette Street a distance of approximately 2,226 feet and of a uniform width of 50.00 feet 
throughout.  

 
All persons interested in this matter and desire to offer testimony are invited to attend the hearing. 

 
GARDNER CITY COUNCIL 

ALAN L. AGNELLI, City Clerk 
 
#9578 – Clairmont Street Layout 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 
Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that many years ago, a Summit Avenue developer 
proposed to extend the road down the hill to connect to Union Street, but that the grade was 
deemed to be too steep, so the plans were abandoned.  The proposal is to declare the Summit 
Avenue extension as Clairmont Street and connect it from Union Street to Clairmont.  The 
street is up to City standards, he added. 
 
Richard Jellyman, 57 Clairmont Street, testified in favor of the Layout. 
 
There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the Clairmont Street 
Layout hearing closed at 7:10 p.m. 
 
#9579 – Wilkins Road and Fredette Street Layout 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 
Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that the Department of Public Works constructed 
the roadway years ago, connecting Fredette Street that begins at Parker Street to Wilkins 
Road that begins at West Broadway.  He said that the 2,226 feet of the “connector” has not 
been laid out and accepted as a public way and that he is recommending that the City 
Council adopt the layout. 
 
Roger Cormier, 79 Robillard Street, testified in favor of the layout for public access and 
safety reasons.  
 
There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the Wilkins Road 
and Fredette Street Layout hearing closed at 7:12 p.m. 
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#9580 – Snake Pond Road Layout 
President Walsh called for persons wishing to testify. 
 
Robert Hankinson, City Engineer, testified that Snake Pond Road has been completed for a 
number of years and meets the City’s criteria for layout and acceptance.   
 
There being no others presenting themselves, President Walsh declared the Snake Pond 
Road Layout hearing closed at 7:14 p.m. 
 
The Hearing was closed at 7:15 P.M. 
 
 
Accepted by the City Council: 
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Regular Meeting of the City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 
Hall, on Monday evening, April 4, 2016.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

President James Walsh called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m. 
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Alan Agnelli called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present, 
including President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig 
Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James Johnson, Marc Morgan, Paul 
Tassone, and Matthew Vance.   
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

President Walsh led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Walsh led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Walsh announced to the assembly that the Open Meeting Recording and Public 
Records Announcement is posted at the entrance to the Chamber, and that any person 
planning to record the meeting by any means should identify themselves.   
 

READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Paul Tassone, it was 
voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, Paul Tassone, Matthew Vance, to waive reading and to accept the 
Minutes of the March 21, 2016 Informal and Regular Meetings, as printed. 
 

PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, ETC. 
#9601 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Johnson, it 
was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, Paul Tassone, Matthew Vance, to place on file a Notice from the 
Gardner Contributory Retirement Board Relative to FY2017 Cost-of-Living Adjustment 
(COLA).   
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
#9582 
There being no objections, the Public Safety Committee was granted more time to report on 
the request of Seven Point of Massachusetts, Inc. for Support/Non-opposition to siting a 
Registered Marijuana Dispensary in the City of Gardner. 

 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
#9588 
There being no objections, the Finance Committee was granted more time to report on A 

NOTICE UNDER G.L. CHAPTER 61, §8, RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL, SALE OF LAND CLASSIFIED AS 

FOREST LAND (PARCEL M32-6-5, 85.41 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET; PARCEL M-37-21-42, 3.37 ACRES 

EASTERLY OF CENTURY WAY; M32-6-10, 0.34 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET). 
 

#9595 
There being no objections, the Finance Committee was granted more time to report on An 
Order Appropriating $4,544.00 from Sewer Surplus to Sewer, Clerk.   
 
#9599 
There being no objections, the Finance Committee was granted more time to report on AN 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 171 THEREOF, ENTITLED 

“PERSONNEL,” TO CHANGE THE COMPENSATION SCHEDULE. 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
#9234  
President Walsh informed the Council that he spoke with the City Solicitor that morning 
about the status of the language that the Council had requested of him some time ago and 
said that the Solicitor informed him that he would be seeking an opinion from the Attorney 
General (“AG”), but that the request to the AG has been delayed since he has been engaged 
in numerous pressing City matters.  Mr. Walsh added that the Solicitor assured him that he 
would move forward with his request as soon as possible and that a response from the AG 
would be relayed to the Council when received.  There being no objections, the Committee 
of the Whole was granted more time.  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
#9551 
President Walsh announced that the Council will conduct a Joint Public Hearing with the 
Planning Board on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber on AN 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 675, ZONING, SUBSECTION 

675-970, SIGNS PERMITTED IN COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS, PERPENDICULAR SIGNS, 
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AND SUBSECTION 675-980, SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR SIGNS IN HISTORIC AREAS, PERPENDICULAR 

SIGNS, 
 
#9569 
President Walsh announced that the Council will conduct a Joint Public Hearing with the 
Planning Board on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber on AN 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, CHAPTER 675, ZONING, ADD A NEW 

SECTION 675-590, MILL STREET CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT. 
 
#9570, #9571, #9572, #9573, and #9574 
In light of the snowstorm and its impact on participation at the public hearings, the Council 
postponed action and agreed to grant an additional two week period for written public 
comments with respect to the following measures: 
 

 #9570 – A Measure to Discontinue John Street as a Public Way  
 #9571 – A Measure to Discontinue Risley Street as a Public Way  
 #9572 – A Measure to Discontinue St. John’s Road as a Public Way  
 #9573 – A Measure to Discontinue Notre Dame Road as a Public Way. 
 #9574 – A Measure to Discontinue as a Public Way Matthews Street from Route 140     

to Relocated Matthews Street (southwesterly approx. 2,600’).  
 
#9575, #9576, and #9577 
The following measures were ordered to public hearings; however, hearings cannot be 
scheduled until the Council acts on corresponding measures #9574 and #9578.  
 

 #9575 – A Resolution to Rename Matthews Road to Matthews Street (Route 140 to     
Green Street).  

 #9576 – A Resolution to Rename a Portion of Matthews Street to Old Matthews    
Street.   

 #9577 – A Resolution to Rename a Portion of Summit Avenue to Clairmont Street   
(from Union Street for approx. 210’ southeasterly).  

 
#9578, #9579, and #9580 
In light of the snowstorm and its impact on participation at the public hearings, the Council 
postponed action and agreed to grant an additional two week period for written public 
comments with respect to the following measures: 
 

 #9578 – An Order of Taking in Fee for Public Way for Clairmont Street.  
 #9579 – An Order of Taking in Fee for Public Way for Wilkins Road and Fredette Street.  
 #9580 – An Order of Taking in Fee for Public Way for Snake Pond Road.  
  
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#9582 
There being no objections, the Council postponed discussion on the referral to the Mayor to 
negotiate a Host Community Agreement with Seven Point of Massachusetts, Inc. as it relates 
to the City’s Support/Non-opposition to siting a Registered Marijuana Dispensary in the City 
of Gardner. 
 
#9588 
There being no objections, more time was granted to the Law Department for study and 
report on A NOTICE UNDER G.L. CHAPTER 61, §8, RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL, SALE OF LAND 

CLASSIFIED AS FOREST LAND (PARCEL M32-6-5, 85.41 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET; PARCEL M-37-21-42, 
3.37 ACRES EASTERLY OF CENTURY WAY; M32-6-10, 0.34 ACRES EASTERLY OF CLARK STREET). 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it was 
voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, Karen Hardern, James 
Johnson, Marc Morgan, Paul Tassone, and Matthew Vance, to consider New Business. 
 

Commentary 
Councillor Paul Tassone expressed displeasure with the School Department for failing to 
cancel school that day because of the snowstorm and the resulting treacherous road 
conditions, noting that school children were placed in harm’s way. 
 
Councillor Scott Graves praised the staff at NCCI Gardner for their efforts in foiling a recent 
attempted escape from the prison.  He noted that there has not been a successful escape since 
the 1990’s. 
 

Councillor Scott Graves recognized the Gardner Area League of Artists (“GALA”) for their 
recent Art show, adding that the area is blessed with many talented individuals.  He wished 
them well as they are moving to Winchendon. 
 
#9582 – Seven Point Marijuana Dispensary 
Councillor Scott Graves stated that due to a personal medical problem, he was unable to 
attend the last Council meeting at which time the Council voted to refer the Medical 
Marijuana measure to the Mayor.  He noted, however, that he would have to recuse himself 
from the vote due to a personal conflict.  He said that in the Mayor’s recent e-mail to the 
Council, the Mayor said, “A Legislative branch cannot refer a matter to the Executive 
branch.”  “I respectfully disagree,” Mr. Graves stated.  “I’m sure that the Mayor would 
appreciate it if an executive matter came before the Legislative body and that the Council 
referred that matter to him,” he added.  



 
REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 4, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 5 of 5 
 

CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

Citing comments reportedly made by the Mayor in a recent article that appeared in The 
Gardner News, Councillor Marc Morgan said that he was bewildered that the Mayor’s 
opinion was that the Council had no right to dump the issue on him.  He continued, saying 
that in his [Morgan’s] opinion, the Council was attempting to provide the Mayor with the 
broadest ability to negotiate an agreement with Seven Point of Massachusetts, adding that 
the approach was “the right way” by not pre-judging and having the Mayor negotiate 
without Council interference.  
 
Councillor Ronald Cormier concurred with Councillor Morgan’s comments, noting that the 
Mayor was emphatic about informing the City Council “of his ability and right” to negotiate 
any and all contracts for the City.  “I guess we are giving him his opportunity,” he added. 
 

President Walsh said that he observed, similarly to Councillor Graves, that “the Council is 
unable to refer items to the Mayor.”  Mr. Walsh continued, saying “The Mayor has seen fit to 
comment on how we operate our body here, and once again I will give him the opportunity 
that if he wants to participate in legislative functions, then the time to do so is to run for 
office, which he did once before.  But until then, we will do as we see fit in the best interests 
of the City.”    
 

Discontinuance of Public Ways/Public Way Layouts 
Councillor James Boone expressed appreciation to the Council for extending the public 
comment period on a sensitive subject such as discontinuing public streets, rather than by 
acting immediately following the hearings.  He added that the extension provides an 
opportunity for residents to contact Councillors with comments and also affords Councillors 
with more time to study the measures. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Walsh led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Johnson and seconded by Councillor Paul Tassone, it was 
voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors James Boone, 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Scott Graves, James Johnson, Marc 
Morgan, Paul Tassone, and Matthew Vance, to adjourn at 7:46 o’clock p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  
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         CITY OF GARDNER 

          NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of Chapter 40A of the General 
Laws, notice is hereby given that the Gardner City Council and Planning 
Board will conduct a Joint Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 
6:30 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, Gardner City Hall to 
consider amending the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, 
Zoning, by adding new Section 675-590, Mill Street Corridor 
Development Overlay District.  The proposed Amendment is available 
for viewing in the City Clerk’s Office, the Department of Community 
Development & Planning (DCDP), or on the City’s website – 
www.gardner-ma.gov. All persons interested in this matter and desire 
to offer testimony are invited to attend the hearing. 
 
 

GARDNER CITY COUNCIL 
ALAN L. AGNELLI, City Clerk 
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         CITY OF GARDNER 

          NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of Chapter 40A of the General 
Laws, notice is hereby given that the Gardner City Council and Planning 
Board will conduct a Joint Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 
6:30 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, Gardner City Hall to 
consider amending the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, 
Zoning, Section 675-970, Signs Permitted in Commercial and Industrial 
Districts, Perpendicular Signs, and Section 675-980, Special Regulations 
for Signs in Historic Areas, Perpendicular Signs. The proposed 
Amendment is available for viewing in the City Clerk’s Office, the 
Department of Community Development & Planning (DCDP), or on the 
City’s website – www.gardner-ma.gov. All persons interested in this 
matter and desire to offer testimony are invited to attend the hearing. 
 
 

GARDNER CITY COUNCIL 
ALAN L. AGNELLI, City Clerk 
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